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SUPPORTING OUR COMPASSIONATE CONGREGATION
Frank W. Carpenter, D.Min.
Stewardship Sunday, April 5th, 2009
St. John’s UU church, Cincinnati, OH

PRAYER:

Deep Compassion, make us be an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred . . . may we sow love
Where there is injury . . . pardon
Where there is despair . . .hope
Where there is darkness . . . light
Where there is sadness . . .joy
Eternal and All conquering Love, ,
grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled . . .as to console
To be understood . . .as to understand,
To be loved . . . as to love
For it is in giving . . .that we receive,
In pardoning, that we are pardoned,
And it is in surrendering . . .that we are born to new hope

Let us be quiet…..

Peace be with you. Amen.

SERMON:

RESPONSIVE READING # 468; “We need One Another”

“All our lives we are in need, and others are in need of us.”

If you want a sound bite answer to the question, why support our compassionate
congregation, this is a good one: we need one another. We need one another.

One of the meaningful moments when I think about the importance of our compassionate
congregation, when we need one another, is when we have Child Dedications.
Sometimes I am asked if I will dedicate a child other than during a Sunday morning
worship service. What then, I ask, is the meaning of this ritual; call it child dedication,
baptism?

As I understand it, a Child Dedication cannot take place outside of a compassionate
community. As has been said, it takes a village to raise a child. Much of what we do
here at St. John’s – worship, music, education – honors the concept that it takes a village;
it takes a village to raise a child.
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When a new human being enters human community, she needs to build relationships with
other people, first family, then more and more relationships with others; teachers,
mentors, classmates.

The same is true whenever a person is new, in a new community, a new city. When were
you most recently in a new situation? A new job? A new neighborhood? A new town? A
new church? The first thing we need to do, just as the new baby with her smile to her
parents does, is smile and build new relationships. The old poem goes:

Make new friends,
but keep the old.
One is silver,
the other is gold.

A circle is round,
it has no end.
That's how long,
I will be your friend.

You have one hand,
I have the other.
Put them together,
We have each other.

Silver is precious,
Gold is too.
I am precious,
and so are you.

You help me,
and I'll help you
and together
we will see it through.

In our present ago of crises, we very much need to look to the new: new hopes, new
dreams, new challenges. We need to develop new resilience to meet the traumas of our
time. This new day calls us to be ready ever to make new friends.

In our high tech age, many people look to the virtual universe, to the Internet for
friendship and a sense of belonging. We at St. John’s are seeking to keep abreast with
this with our website and we are seeking to develop a Facebook presence. Facebook,
MySpace, twitter are important means of communication. And these are free, no cost to
belong to Facebook. Make new friends on Facebook, don’t leave the comfort of your
home and no cost of gasoline or pledging.
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For some people, a virtual sense of belonging will be enough. I am reminded of the old
question about a Unitarian Universalist who came to a sign post. One sign pointed to
Heaven, the other to a discussion about heaven. Which way would she go, this UU? In
pre-virtual days she would go to her UU church for a discussion about heaven. Today she
could stay home and twitter.

What about another sign? What decision would you make if you came to a sign post with
these signs? One says, “A discussion about food.” And the other said “Food.” After
talking about your grocery list on Facebook, you might decide to go the luncheon at your
local UU church.

The Stewardship Committee has planned some eats for you so after my discussion of
food has raised your appetite, you can go to Krolfifer to appease your desires. Also, as
part of this interaction today, we want to hear from you. As part of the response to our
urging you to support St. John’s this morning you will receive a card for feedback. Share
a comment on what you think would help St. John’s better achieve its mission

I doubt the virtual world fulfills all our needs. The other day I was listening to a talk
show and the question came up, instead of all the world leaders flying to London for the
G-20, why didn’t they just hold a video conference? Would Michelle Obama have
hugged the British Monarch or all those children in London then?

I was particularly struck by a scene when President Obama was standing with a group of
world leaders, perhaps seven or eight, which included the Brazilian president Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva. Suddenly Lula reached over to Obama, grabbed him and pulled him over
to where he was talking, the gesture appearing to mean, “Hey, I want you to talk to this
guy over here.” While the communications technology often allows us to relate to one
another, there are times when it can prevent us from relating, especially at a deeper level.
Just being in the same space, sensing how we each walk, stand, smile and gesture is an
important part of getting to know one another.

All our lives we need one another. Technology helps us when it places us in relationship,
but like anything else, it can also help us hide, evade one another.

We need one other; we need a face to face compassionate community. We need the
entire congregation, the whole community, a safe and caring community. Sometimes we
are tempted to say we only want one aspect, one part of the congregation, as if we could
abstract out the roundness of a basket ball, and think we had something meaningful.

What is core is our spirituality, our compassion as a community. Let us recall remark of
the Dalai Lama. He once said, “My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.”

Can we take the kindness out, and still be a safe and caring community? I think not.

For some the Religious Exploration program may be a priority, for some the choir, the
Music Series; for some the Adult RE, for some the Chalice Groups, for some LAFS. For
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some the Partner Church Program, for some the opportunity to bring a meal and support
one another through the Caring Circle, for some the caring for our awesome building.
What about our antiracism work, Green Sanctuary and our Peace Imitative? It is
important there be this beacon of liberal religion; that Unitarian Universalists have this
watering hole. Each of you may have some primary interest about our community.

Yet, I would ask you at this time not to think that that is what St. John’s is about. St.
John’s is about being a caring compassionate community.

If you wanted to make an apple pie, would you only buy the apples? Would you only
buy the flour? Would you only buy cinnamon? Would you only buy the sugar? All
these ingredients go to make for a tasty apple pie

And just so are there many ingredients that go to make St. John’s a compassionate
community. Eliminate any one and the whole thing would change. We are asking you
this morning to support this community for many, many reasons. Each will come up with
your own. Yet, St. John’s is greater than sum of its parts.

For a sound bite why it’s a good idea for you to support our compassionate community,
think on this: “All our lives we are in need, and others are in need of us.”


